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Dear Hindu Temple Devotees, 

Namaskaram All!! 

 

Om Ganeshaya Namaha!  Om Murugan Thunai! 
  

On Behalf of the Executive Committee, I want to wish you all a very Happy 

Deepavali!! 

  

We have started this year with lot of festivals and successfully completed 

Jagannatha Ratha Yatra, Bahuda Yatra, Kuzhandhai Velan Kaavadi, 

RishiPanchami Santsadan, Sri Garuda Panchami, Guru Purnima, Sri Vara 

Mahalakshmi, SriKrishna Janmashtami, Onam, Ganesh Chaturthi, Ven-

kateshwara Jayanthi, Navarathri, Dasara, and Durga Puja. I want to thank our Puja committee and Priests for 

their dedication and commitment. We have also celebrated 75 years of India’s Independence Day and part-

nered with Tri Faith and many of our volunteers participated in the 1k mile walk. My heartfelt thanks and grat-

itude go to our Executive committee, Board of Trustees, wonderful volunteers, and devotees to make those 

events a grand success. 

With all your continual support, we have come a long way. We have recently added Brindavan to our temple 

and beautified main entrance with a fountain. Thanks to the volunteers who made it happen and continue to 

maintain it. We have inaugurated our new Kitchen for the temple cafeteria in the community center. My heart-

felt gratitude and Kudos go to all the volunteers (~200+) who run cafeteria by giving countless hours of ser-

vice to the temple. We are looking to expand our operations to both Saturday and Sunday sooner. We have 

about 30+ middle and high school volunteers involved in the temple Seva and other initiatives as part of the 

Youth Committee. We are grateful to the services of our facility manager who helps us with facilities and cafe-

teria operations. 

I want to thank all volunteers who are supporting Religious and Vedanta activities, Finance, IT and Communi-

cations, Bal Vihar, Temple Tours, Publications, Cultural, Facility Maintenance and Decorations, Maha Pra-

sadam and Caféteria.  

We are continuing our weekly food service to Stephen center and will provide Thanksgiving dinner and win-

ter blankets during the upcoming winter. If you want to sponsor any of our temple activities like Stephen cen-

ter, weekly or yearly cafe, weekly Abhisegam etc., Please reach out to me. 

Our Temple is fortunate to have the support and guidance from our Founder members, Senior leaders, Past 

leadership, and I am thankful for their support and guidance. We have paid off more than half of our devo-

tee’s loan recently and Thanks to our ACH sponsors and generous donors. We are about 250K away from be-

ing debt free. For our temple to self-sustain, I humbly request our entire community to come together and 

join hands to make  

“Our Temple a Debt-Free Temple” (~ 250k needed) 

by end of this year. My sincere thanks and Pranaams in advance to all the donors and patrons. 

Always at the service of our temple and the community!!  

May Lord Prasanna Ganapathi Bless us all!! 

With Gratitude and Best Regards 

Malathi Balu 

President, Executive Committee (2022-23) 

402-968-2594 

president@htom.us 
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Respected devotees, 

Namaste. 

I wish you all a very happy Diwali. May God Prasanna  

Ganapathi bless you all a very happy and prosperous Diwali.  

 

Our Temple will be celebrating Diwali with great fervor and 
festivities, I invite you all to come and be a part of this grand 
celebration. First, I want to express my gratitude to Dr. Subhash Bhatia, the outgoing 
Chairperson of the BOT, Sri Ankit Patel, outgoing president of the Executive Committee. I 
also want to thank all the team members of the various committees, along with all the dedi-
cated volunteers who served the temple in various capacities. I would also like to express 
my gratitude to Dr. Phani Tej Adidam, chair of the Vedantic center who arranged various 
spiritual talks for our community. I also want to thank Sri Muralidhar Chintapalli the cur-
rent BOT chair for Long range, Dr. Alekha Das the current fundraising chair, Dr. Ram San-
karaneni current vice chairperson, Sri Kantharaj Etigi secretary of BOT, and all board 
members for their continuous support. My sincere thanks to Smt Malathi Balu, President 
of the executive committee and all members of the EC for their support in operations of 
the temple.  

 

I am pleased to announce that the kitchen construction in the community center is almost 
complete, it will be open for service by early December. I want to extend my thankfulness 
and gratitude for all donors and volunteers that are supporting the cafeteria.  

 

I want to thank all the donors who are continuously supporting the temple. I started a com-
mittee that will review the remaining temple bylaws, which will conclude by the end of the 
year.  

 

Finally, please know that we take your suggestions for improvement seriously. If you have 
any thoughts, please feel free to contact any member of the Board of Trustees, Executive 
committee, or priests. 

 

 Thank you, I want to wish everyone a Happy Diwali.  

 

Srinivasarao Mallipudi 

Chairman, Board of Trustees  
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Happy Deepavali  AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR wishes   

From:  

PURNIMA AND BABU GUDA  

RAHUL AND REEMA 

Please Support  Your Temple by Buying the Deepavali  

Raffles Tickets! The details of prizes are provided below: 
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Hindu Temple, Omaha NE (Jan 2022 thru Sep 2022) 

INFLOW   OUTFLOW 

Hundi collections cash $201,327   Operating expenses $182,381 

Direct deposits 

$36,377 

    Priest & Staff expenses 
$123,635 

Puja services $110,727   Temple Events Expenses $4,476 

Temple Events Sponsorship $51,579   Devotee Loan & Mortgage Int $13,687 

Other sponsorships $26,476   Towards Mortgage/payoff $8,187 

Pledged Donations $26,962   Kitchen Construction $122,050 

Temple Prasadam Sponsorship $22,449   Temple Prasadam Expenses $51,832 

Temple Prasadam $123,252       

          

Total Inflow 2022 (YTD) $599,149   Total outflow 2022 (YTD) $506,248 

------------------      Balances As of September 2022    --------------------- 

Balance owed on Devotee loans: $200,000 

Balance owed on priest/staff housing mortgage: $116,622 

Operating Account Balance : $83,939 

Savings (Endowment) balance : $163,383 

  

Interested in donating your appreciated securities (stocks)? It’s very easy to transfer to your Temple! Please supply the 
following info to your brokerage firm. 

Receiving Firm Name: TDAmeritrade 

Receiving Firm DTC number: 0188 

Receiving Account title: HINDU TEMPLE OMAHA 

Receiving Account Number: 868591259 

NOTE: This is subject to change and hence please check with Temple for the latest account information. 

Then, email htom.finance@gmail.com with the details about your donation and contact information and with the subject 
line "Securities Donation" so that we can follow up to ensure a successful transfer. We generally consider the closing price 
of the stock on the day we have received to value your contribution. It’s that easy!! 

  

TRACK YOUR DONATIONS – We track your donations as complete as possible and send annual donation amounts 
to your address or email. You can track your donations by creating a donor account at 
https://www.aplos.com/aws/donors/reg using the registered email address. 

For any changes please keep us updated with your latest email and physical address by e-mailing to 
htom.finance@gmail.com so that we can send financial communications to your latest email / address. 

  

https://www.aplos.com/aws/donors/reg
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 Happy DEEPAVALI  and Prosperous 
NEW YEAR  

From: 

Sundar Chokkara 

Geeta Chokkara 

Sukarn Chokkara 

Sumeet Chokkara 
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Aarohi Agarwal-Dwitya Jr.-22 

Atreya N. Mishra - Dwitya Jr.-22 

Saanvi Shikhar - Dwitya Sr.-22 

Sarvesh More - 22 



 

Balvihar Activities  by Kids 
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Aishwarya Chandrasekaran- Prathma Jr.-22 Swara Gopal Jadhav- Prathma Jr.-22 

Aahaan Singh.-22 

Vivaan Shinde- Prathma Jr.-22 



 

Balvihar  

Activities   

by  

Kids 
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Avyan Jain -Tritya- 22 

Prahaan Chaturvedi– Dwitya Jr.-22 

Shambhavi Shikhar Tritya-22 
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Balvihar  

Activities   

by  

Kids 
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Diwali: Festival of Lights and its Many Colors 

 
Diwali is one of the major festivals celebrated in India and Indians living all over the world. Although 
celebrated by all, Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs in India celebrate Diwali with regional tradi-
tional and cultural uniqueness. The festival is celebrated on the third day coinciding with the darkest 
night on lunar month of Kartika (between mid- October and mid- November). Diwali symbolizes 
“victory of Light over Darkness, or Good over Evil, and Knowledge over Ignorance”.  It is also cele-
brated to worship “Lakshmi”, the goddess of prosperity, fertility, and wealth and “Lord Ganesh, God 
of wisdom and remover of obstacles. Additionally, it marks return of “Lord Ram with wife Sita and 
brother Lakshman” after defeating demon Ravana in Lanka and serving 14 years in exile. Diwali cel-
ebrations typically start after festival of Dusshera that precedes Diwali by about 20 days.       

Irrespective of different cultures and backgrounds, India comes together on this auspicious day for 
celebrations. Celebrations include people lighting diya (oil lamps), candles, lanterns, make rangoli 
(colorful art patterns), performing prayers to goddess Lakshmi, Ganesh, and Ram, dan (charity dona-
tions), decorating homes, exchanging gifts with family and friends, and light fireworks. Even though, 
the essence of the festival stays the same across the country, Diwali traditions and activities vary from 
state to state.   

Regional influence of Diwali celebrations: 

Eastern India- In Bengal, it is associated with Goddess Kali, who symbolizes the victory of good 
over evil.  In Odisha, on the occasion of Diwali, people perform Kauriya Kathi. It is a ritual in 
which people worship their ancestors in heaven. They burn jute sticks to call upon their ances-
tors and seek their blessings. During Diwali, Odiasha worships Goddess Lakshmi, Lord Gane-
sha and Goddess Kali. 

Central India- Varanasi observes it as the Diwali of Gods, known as the Dev Deepawali. Devo-
tees believe that Gods and Goddesses come down to earth to take a dip in the holy Ganga dur-
ing this time. Prayers and diyas are offered to river Ganga and the banks, adorned with lamps 
and rangolis look profoundly mesmerizing. Dev Deepawali falls on the full moon of the 
Kartika month and takes place fifteen days after Diwali. 

Northern India- In North India, the celebrations of Diwali start with Dussehra, where Ramlila, a 
dramatic rendition of the story of the Ramayan is depicted. It continues for several nights end-
ing with the defeat of Ravana (Evil) by Ram (Good). In Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, UP and 
other surrounding areas, houses are decorated with candles, lights, diyas, bandhanwars, and 
rangolis. Laxmi puja is performed at night. In some houses, there is a tradition of putting a 
silver coin in a tumbler of milk, which is then sprinkled in all the rooms. In Punjab, Diwali 
falls around the same time of Bandi Chhor Diwas, a Sikh festival celebrated with lighting up 
of households and gurudwaras, gifting, bursting crackers and feasting. Punjabi Hindus wor-
ship Goddess Lakshmi on Diwali. The celebration of Diwali also marks the arrival of winters 
in Punjab. 

      Southern India- When lord Krishna overcame and destroyed the evil demon King Narakasura. In 
 Tamil Nadu, people celebrate the festival in the Tamil month of Aipasi (Thula  month). It 
 is also known as Naraka Chaturdashi among south Indians. On this day, houses are dec-
 orated  with kolam designs and they bathe in oil and eat sweets to commence the festi val. Be
 sides, they also celebrate a unique festival called Thalai Deepavali. During this day, newly
 weds spend time at the bride’s parental house. Tamilians wake up at the crack of dawn 
 to bathe in oil infused with betel leaves, fragrant pepper, and so forth. After their bath, they 
 consume a tonic, Deepavali Lehiyam before their feast. In Andhra Pradesh, people chant  

Continued to the next page……………. 
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 prayers and seek blessings from the clay idol, Satyabhama. After prayers, they begin celebrat-
ing Diwali with their loved ones with excitement. In Karnataka, Diwali celebrations last for 
two days, on the first day, which is the day of Ashwija Krishna Chaturdashi, people take an oil 
bath. There is a belief that Lord Krishna took the oil bath to remove the bloodstains from his 
body after killing Narakasura. Bali Padyami is the third day of Diwali when women sketch col-
orful rangolis in their houses and build forts from cow dung. There are stories associated with 
King Bali that are celebrated on this day.  

Western India- Diwali in Maharashtra commences with the Vasu Baras ritual that takes place to 
honor cows. People celebrate Dhanteras to pay homage to the ancient doctor, Dhanvantari. On 
the occasion of Diwali, Maharashtrians worship Goddess Lakshmi and observe Diwali Cha 
Padva, celebrating the love of husband and wife. The celebrations end with Bhav Bij and Tusli 
Vivah that marks the starting of weddings. Maharashtrians feasts on a special Diwali prepara-
tion consisting of delicious sweets like “karanji” and “ladoo” and spicy eatables like “chakli” 
and “sev”. This feast is known as Faral. On Diwali day, Lakshmi Puja is performed. Maha-
rashtrian families’ worships Goddess Lakshmi and items of wealth like money and jewelry. 
With Diwali, a year ends for the people of Gujarat. Gujaratis celebrate the Gujarati New Year’s 
Day, Bestu Varas, on the next day of Diwali. The celebrations start with Vaag Baras, followed 
by Dhanteras, Kali Chaudash, Diwali, Bestu Varas, and Bhai Bij. In some houses in Gujarat, a 
diya lit with ghee is left burning the whole night. The next morning, the flame collected from 
this diya is used to make kajal, which is applied by women on their eyes. This is considered to 
be a very auspicious custom and is believed to bring prosperity for the whole year. In Goa, Di-
wali is dedicated to Lord Krishna destroying the demon Narkasur. Mammoth effigies of the 
demon are made and burnt down on the dawn of Narakasura Chaturdashi, a day before Diwali.  

Religion specific Diwali Celebrations: 

Jainism- It is observed as “Mahavira Nirvana Divas”, the day of physical death and attainment of 
nirvana by Mahavir Jain.  

Sikhism- It is observed as “Bandi Chhor Divas”, the day when Guru Hargobind arrived at the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar after his release from Gwalior fort by Mughal emperor Jahangir. 
Additionally, Diwali celebrations also signify founding of Amritsar as holy city in 1577 and 
Bhai Mani Singh’s martyrdom in 1738 for failing to pay a fine for celebrating Diwali and re-
fusing to convert to Islam.  

Buddhism- Not all followers of Buddhism celebrate Diwali. As part of celebration, Lakshmi, 
Vishnu, and other deities are worshiped. The day is also celebrated as “Diwali- Tihar festival” 
by Nepalese Hindu- Buddhist followers.    

Indian diaspora all over the world including in Omaha celebrates Diwali. Indian community comes 
together and perform prayers at the temple and in their homes, community members put together a cul-
tural program at the temple depicting stories from different parts of India and prasad is served to all 
attendees. Balvihar teachers graciously volunteer to provide an opportunity to children growing up in 
Omaha to learn different facets of Indian cultural, traditions and festivals. Balvihar kids participate in 
many activities thought out the year and celebrates diverse festivals in collaboration with Omaha Hin-
du temple. This year, kids have made 3-dimensional paper diyas/lamps and these lamps will be used in 
decorating the temple hallways. Additionally, kids will sing prayers and bhajan showcasing their abili-
ties and talents. 

Rajesh Sharma 
Balvihar  
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TIME TO EXPRESS 

OUR GRATITUDE  

TO  

VOLUNTEERS! 

Continued ……………. 
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Cafeteria Volunteers  

Continued ……………. 

Your Selfless Service is Priceless 



 

Page -19 Volume 32 Issue 1 

Continued ……………. 

Your Selfless Service is Priceless 
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Your Selfless  

Service is  

Priceless 
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Thank you so much for  

all your hard work 

in maintaining the fountain and 

beautiful flower garden 
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Lord Jagannatha Brindavan Construction 

All of your hard work in building this Brindavan is always  

appreciated by the community, A Big Thank You! 



 

Hindu Temple Donations thru Sep 30, 2022 
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Grand Benefactor (Over $250,000) 

Grand Guarantor (Over $100,000) 

Grand Patrons (Over $25,000) 

Shobhana & Jagmohan Desai Usha & V T Ramakrishnan Vinod Gupta 

Hemanth & Dharmistha 
Desai 

Lakshmi & Rajeshwar 
Rao 

Mohan Ram Mysore & 
Chandrika Rizal 

Shashi & Subhash 
Bhatia 

Jane & Vedhagiri Selva-
kumar 

Manjula & Ravindra Tella Nina & Sharad Mote Sudha & Anil Agarwal 

Kiran & Deepak Gan-
gahar 

Meera & Naresh Dewan Poonam & Sanjeev Shar-
ma 

Sudha & Sriramamurthy 
Ravipati 

Guarantor (Over $50,000) 

Ambika & Sree  
Nair 

Bhavana & Rakesh  
Singh 

Kamali & Sankar 
Muthukrishnan 

Smita & Alekha  
Dash 

Vandana & Sanjay  
Singh 

Angeli & Jayesh  
Thakker 

Bhavani & Sam Chi-
gurupati Rao 

Kranthi & Tej  
Adidam 

Sona & Shan  
Batheja 

 

Aparna & Srinivasa 
Rao Nedunoori 

Deepa & Venkatesh 
Bettadapura 

Madhumati & 
Kaliprasad Ayala 

Subhi & Subrah-
manya  
Joshi 

 

Archana & Samar  
Gogoi 

Hena & Sanat Roy Mamatha & Ram-
mohan Sankaraneni 

Sumita & Arun 
Sharma 

 

Bharti & Ashok 
Amin 

Indira & Bala  
Wariyar 

Sandhya & Shailen-
dra  

Saxena 

Usha & Sushant  
Devaraju 

 

Ambika & Jayaram  
Nagarajan 

Jayanthi & Palvannana-
than  

Ganesan 

Manjula & Natarajan  
Raman 

Sandhya Thamma & 
Srinivasu Pinapati 

Vimla & Hamid Band 

Amit Ashok Khot & 
Padmaja Khot 

Jayashree & Subhash  
Paknikar 

Meena & Krishna  
Murthy 

Sarbani & Anup  
Chakraborty 

Visalakshi & Rama-
nathan Narayanan 

Amrita & Sabyasachi  
Mahapatra 

Jyoti & Atul  
Ramachandran 

Meena & Narendra  
Reddy 

Satish & Sujatha Muk-
tineni 

Vishal & Sonya Khanna 

Anu & Luke  Yeransian Kanta & Prem Arora Nigar & Chandran  
Nair 

Sharda & Ramara-
thnam  
Bishu 

 

Anubha & Vijay  
Agarwal 

Kavitha & Sathish 
Shanmugam 

Niranjana & Ashwin  
Patel 

Sivamani So-
masundaram & Jaya-

sudha Sivamani 

 

Apar Ganti & Ketki  
Tendulkar 

Kiran & Sudesh  
Gambhir 

Prem & Mahendra  
Bansal 

Sudha & Anand  
Karney 

 

Asha & Bikram  
Singh 

Kumudini & Jagdish  
Pai 

Premkumar Neelakanta Sushama & M  
Shashidharan 

 

Cindy & Aryan  
Mooss 

Kusum & Anil  
Bhalla 

Radha Balasubramani-
an &  

Natarajan 

Swarna & Gopi  
Gopalakrishnan 

 

Geeta & Sundar  
Chokkara 

Madhu & Arvind  
Patel 

Ranjanben & Mohan-
bhai Desai 

Swaroop & Jagdish  
Nijhawan 

 

Gyanendra & Smriti 
Bhandari Chhotry 

Madhuri and Chandra  
Are 

SaiBaba Nebraska Inc Umasankari & Raviku-
mar Subramaniapillai 

 



 

Patrons (Over $10,000)  
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Anand & Pooja 
Deshmukh 

India Association of 
Nebraska 

Meera & Mahendra 
Varman 

Prem & Anil Sahai Somnath & Meera 
Singh 

Angela & Vinay Nijha-
wan 

Indu & Pradeep Gupta Monica Arora & Michael 
Bodensteiner 

Priya & Anil Srinivasan Sowjanya & Sanga-
mesh Phulari 

Anuradha Subramanian 
& Anand Rau 

Jackie & Venu Nair Murali & Mukunda De-
vanaboyina 

Progress Physical Ther-
apy 

Sreedhar Marupudi & 
Madhu Pendurthi 

Anusha Narasimhan & 
Vijay Anand Kannan 

Jayanthi & Krishna-
murthy Viswanathan 

Murali Mohan Ravi Raghu Dasari & Ganta 
Snigdha 

Srinivasarao Mallipudi 

Asha & Mahesh Patel Jayanthi & Mohan Bal-
moori 

Muralidhar & Sudharani 
Chintapalli 

Raghu Tadikonda Suchitra & Asit Pattnaik 

Asha & Murali Desh-
pande 

Jayashree Giridhar & 
Giridhar Thoranagallu 

Murty Adabala Rajesh & Teresa Kumar Sudhir Gajre 

Ashok & Foram Ficha-
dia 

Jeya & Prasad Nagarajan Venkata-
raman 

Rao & Madhavi Konijeti Sumitra & Bhasker Pa-
tel 

Aswathy Chandran & 
Narayanan Nair 

Jothi Muruganathaswa-
my & Jeyabarathi Nata-

rajan 

Nagaraju Mudhelli & 
Dhanalaxmi 

Ratheesh Nair Surendranath Subra-
maniam & Meera 

Kashyap 

Bala kottapalli Jyoti & Uday Chinta-
lapudi 

Nageswara Athota Rati & Vivek Mathur Surinder Batra 

Balu Ramakrishan & 
Malathi Balu 

Kalpana & Prasad Pa-
dala 

Nalini & Pradeep Naro-
tam 

Reetu and Susanta 
Hota 

Suseela Sarasamma & 
Premchand Nair 

Bangalore Arunagiri Kalpana & Vasudeva 
Murthy 

Namaste Foods Rekha & Devendra 
Agrawal 

Sushma & Vijay Dewan 

Bengali Association of 
Nebraska 

Kanad Sharma Nandita & Malay Dalal Ritoo & Anuj Jain Swapna Kanuri & Cha-
kri Pureti 

Best Brains / Prasad 
Nalamittu 

Kartik Gollapudi Naveen Uppala & Sai 
Krishna Yeluri 

Roshni & Ganesh Pad-
uvary 

Swati Baradia & An-
kush T Bhandari 

Bindu & Vishwajeth 
Bhoopalam 

Kavish Rohatgi and 
Timisha Singh 

Neeruben & Sureshbhai 
Patel 

Sai K Renukunta Tamil Sangam 

Buddhavarapu Rama-
murtie 

Ketan Patel Neha & Vootla R Rao Sandeep Sheth & Su-
san Hendrick 

Telugu Samiti 

Chandra M Kotipalli Laksh & Chaitra Ojasvini & Saurabh 
Chandan 

Sangeeta & Sandeep 
Agrawal 

Uma & Venkat Perumal 

Chitrita & Shyamal Roy Lalitha & Atul Kunte Padma & Krishan Lassi Santhanam Sirungattur 
& Hemamalini Krishnan 

UPFNA 

Chittibabu Guda Latha & HG Jayappa Padmashri & Murali 
Ambekar 

Saroj & Bhupinder Gan-
gahar 

Urmil & Balwant Arora 

David & Tripti Burt Lavanya & Jamboor 
Vishwanatha 

Pradeep & Simran Sa-
bloak 

Seema & Kantharaja 
Etigi 

Veerender R Kandi 

Devika & Arunkumar 
Pondicherry 

Madan & Lauryl Rama-
krishnan 

Pradeep Somavarapu Shanti & Shyam Soma-
ni 

Venugopal Rao 
Boinpally & Madhavi 

Pamera 

Geeta & Rajeeva 
Raghavendra 

Madhavi & Sayi 
Repakula 

Prafulla & Vasant Raval Sharath Kasi Reddy & 
Saritha Reddy 

Vijay & Sangeeta Badal 

Greeta Juliet Dhanraj & 
Rengarajan Ramanu-

jam 

Mala & Rakesh Bedi Prakash Kukreja & Priti 
Agrawal 

Shefali & Rahul Jalali Vijay Kashyap & Deepa 
Hangal 

Gupil Krishna Kodali & 
Tejith Kodali 

Manju & Parmender 
Mehta 

Prasanna Lakshmi & 
Ganesh Satti 

Shilpa Somraj & Pra-
halada Rao 

Vijaya & Yella Reddy 

Harish & Seema Bhan-
dula 

Manjula & Om Patney Pravardhan R Birthi Shobha & Harish 
Sawhney 

Viji & Suresh Seshadri 

Hem Dutt, Uma & Nidhi 
Mehta 

Marie & Satish Medirat-
ta 

Praveen & Swapna 
Injapuram 

Shreejit & Dhanya Nair Vivek Anand & Madhavi 
Chakravadhanula 

Hiranmayi Srinivas & 
Sunil Arora 

Mexa Maulin & Jigna 
Niraj Patel 

Praveena & Jayachan-
dran Narasimhan 

Sivakumar Shanmugam Yugandhar & Shilpa 
Vanaparti 



 

Grand Donor (Over $5,000) 
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Amala & Srinivas Nim-
magadda 

Hena & Kirti Patel Makrand A Bhide Ramya & Saravana 
Natarajan 

Subhash Chandra 

Andrea & Dhruba 
Chakravarti 

Himaanshu Agarwal Manashi & Debasis 
Bagchi 

Ranjith Kumar & 
Keerthi 

Suganthi & Krish 
Soundararajan 

Angie Muhleisen Himanshu & Jeevan 
Jyoti Agarwal 

Mandira & Amit Khanna Ratish Gopal & Smitha 
Ratish 

Sugata Sensarma & 
Sumitra Bhattacharya 

Anil Ayalasomayajula Himanshu & Rupa 
Gadgil 

Manish & Kalpana 
Moondra 

Renu & Jasbir Singh Sujeet Reddy Adudodla 
& Neeraja 

Anil K Tati & Jyotirmayi Hitendra Ghosh Maya & Purathatil 
Krishnan 

Robin & Priti Gandhi Sumantha & Jeffery 
Sedor 

Arbuda Hospitality LLC 
DBA Days Inn 

Jai Bikhchandani & 
Priyanka Vashisht 

Maya Ravichandran & 
Ravichandran Ra-

jagopal 

Rohini & Mallari Kul-
karni 

Sun Hospitality LLC 

Asha & Niranjan 
Agarwal 

Jairam & Devi Krishna-
murthy 

Meenakshi & Deepak 
Khazanchi 

S. Perumal & P Jaya-
lakshmi 

Suneel Doddapaneni 

Asha & Pravin Desai Jeya & Jothi Muruga-
nathaswamy 

Minaxi & Pradip Mistry Sabina Ramakrishnan Sunil & Lala Luthra 

Ashwini & Ravi 
Thoutireddy 

Jeyamkondan Subbiah Namita Dhiman Sadhna & Devender 
Malik 

Surendra Khandavalli 

Balaji Nelluri Jitendrabhai Pa-
tel/Lavkesh Patel 

Narayana & Praveena 
Koduri Vantipalli 

Sai Maddipoti & Sudha 
Ravilla 

Suresh & Veena 
Mediratta 

Baldev & Kailash 
Luthra 

Jolly & Ishan Amin Natasha & Sridhar Kan-
nan 

Sandhya & Shailender 
Singh 

Surya S Maddipati 

Bhanu Prakash Gand-
luri 

Jyothi & Sudhir Kalra Navneeth Rao Bongu & 
Anuhya Gudibanda 

Sanjay & Sridevi 
Garapati 

Suvarna & Prasad 
Adusumalli 

Bhaskar & Viji Setti Jyoti & Rohit Bub Nayana & Thakor Patel Sanjeev & Kiran Tina Swati & Ashish Jain 

Binodh Wariyar Jyotsana Sharma Nebraska Nepalese 
Society 

Sanju & Kamlakar 
Rajurkar 

Tirumala & Anitha 
Chengalasetty 

Candy Grush Kalyani & Kamlesh An-
singkar 

Nilam & Dhaval Naik Santhosh Devakumar Usha & Premnath H 
Singh 

Deepak Sinha & Suhita 
Sinha 

Kanchan & Umesh Me-
hta 

Nirmala & Rajagopalan 
Parthasarathy 

Sasmita & Chittaranjan 
Ray 

Usha & Venu Chivukula 

Deepika & Rahi 
Khandelwal 

Kaushik & Rekha Patel Nisha & Vikas Padhye Sharada & Ramakrish-
na Reddy 

Vaishnavi & Seshadri 
Rajagopal 

Divya Rajasree & Vinod 
Geetha-Sasikumar 

Kavita & Ranganath 
Rao 

Omaha Tamil Palli Shefalika & Shashi Ver-
ma 

Vathsala & Subra Ra-
man 

Durgalakshmi & Shan-
kar Govindarajulu 

Kishore Viswanathan & 
Latha Kishore 

Paresh Prajapati Shubhashri & Sameer 
Naik 

Veena & Sanjay Varma 

Duvvuri Rakesh Krishna & Iswari Chen-
nam 

Pooja & Anil Jayapra-
kash 

Smrati & Maneesh Jain Venkat & Sitalavanya 
Mallina 

Eshwar Mandava & 
Anusha Tummala 

Lalit and Jayshree 
Bohra 

Pramuda & Manu Pra-
kash 

Sona Marudaraj & 
Marudaraj Jivaraj 

Venkat Raman & Malli-
ka Madduri Jayanti 

Ganesh Hospitality LLC 
DBA Super 8 

Liliana Ramakrishnan Pratap Reddy Syama-
laraja & Vasudha 

Sreenivasulu Kode & 
Karuna Rasineni 

Venkata Kolli 

Gayathri & Ramasubra-
manian Rajamani 

Madhavi & Gautam 
Bhadbhade 

Priya Venkataraman Sri Rama Rao Gali & 
Sailaja Hasya Priya 

Venkata Ramesh & 
Madhavi Swarna 

Geetha & K 
Parameshwaran 

Madhavi Naishadham Pushpa & Subrama-
niam Srikumaran 

Sridivya & Gangireddy 
Sathi 

Venkatesh Ramakrish-
nan 

Geetha & Narasimha 
Gondi 

Madhu Midathada & 
Srinivasa Rao Kadu-

bandi 

Puspa & Arvind Patel Sriharish Rajakumar & 
Elakiya 

Vijay Venka-
taSubramanyan 

Gopi K & Krishnaveni 
Mudhapati 

Madhu Vallabhaneni Rajasekhar Bodduluri Srija, Manjari and Sri-
kanth 

Vijaya Krishna & 
Sujatha Parimi Singu 

Hariharan Sambath & 
Iyswarya Kuppusamy 

Madhukar Reddy 
Dudipala & Bhagyalax-

mi 

Rajesh & Harsha Shar-
ma 

Srikant Jangala & Ven-
kata Padmanabhuni 

Vikram & Hetal Patel 

Harikumari & Ayyangar 
Komanduri 

Magesh & Anitha 
Sreenivasan 

Ramakrishna Kilaru & 
Gopi Nandigam 

Srinivas & Visala 
Chundru 

Yashaswini & Nagesh 
Kuriyavar 

Haritha & Venkata 
Myneni 

Mahadevan Subrama-
niam 

Ramesh & Devi Kotaru Srinivas Chundru & 
Mamatha Yaramati 

 

Harsh V Chauhan & 
Dunesh Kumari 

Mahesh & Prasanthi 
Gudaru 

Ramesh & Radhika 
Badanahatti 

Stanton Inn Motel  
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4A Lucent Omaha Ganesh Naik & 
Archana Kochin Krish-

nananda 

Manoj Suryanarayaran Rama Kolli & Naga 
Sravana Pedarla 

Srinivas & Anantha 
Vellanki 

Abhinav Devunoori Gaurav & Aishwarya 
Kadam Patil 

Manubhai & Shantaben 
Patel 

Ramakrishna S Bom-
mireddipalli 

Srinivas & Kalyani 
Thutika 

Abhinaya Mogalipuvvu Gautam & Shashi Sinha 
Sitesh 

Mark Brian Levell Ramalingam Sengoden Srinivas & Lavanya 
Allenki 

Abhishake R Lahare Gautam Pallapa Mary & Indru Hingorani Ramasubramanian 
Murugesan 

Srinivas & Madhuri 
Pulluri Dannaram 

Abhishek & Swathi Patil Gayatri & Venkata 
Chappalli 

Maya Gogoi Ramawatar & Manju 
Sarawagi 

Srinivas & Neelima 
Aitha Tadiparthi 

Aditya Kota Geetha & Sampath 
Nathan 

Meenakshi & Brendon 
Vishwanath Orr 

Ramesh & Arthy 
Aswathnarayanan 

Srinivas & Pallavi 
Adapala Kota 

Aditya Vardhan Rao 
Bhongir 

Geico choice Insurance 
co 

Michael & Pooja Arora Ramesh & Rajani 
Rangray Gadiraju 

Srinivas & Santhi 
Darsipudi 

Againdra Bewtra Giri Vayalapalli Michael Luther Ramesh & Saraswathi 
Viswanathan Ramalin-

gam 

Srinivas & Sumalatha 
Peddi Malkapuram 

Ajay & Gulshan Kasna-
via Chander 

Gopal & Rajakumari 
Krishna 

Michael Worsley Ramesh & Swati 
Kashinath Yelmar Lokre 

Srinivas Chilukuri 

Ajay Verma Gopalakrishna & Shan-
tha Elluru 

Mike Lulla Ramesh K & 
Prathyusha Kanchanam 

Srinivas R Vanguru 

Ajaya & Ruby Satpathy 
Kar 

Goutham Kalali Milind & Anagha Go-
khale 

Ramesh Vemula Srinivas Vishwanath & 
Kavitha Srinivas 

AjayKumar & Suchithra 
Sukumar Kasaram 

Govind & Camvan T 
Cao Tiwari 

Milind Rahate Rameshbabu & Swathi 
Pemmasani Chiruma-

milla 

Srinivasa & Sushma 
Hemmige Seshadri 

Ajit & Geetanjali God-
bole 

Gowridhar & Lavanya 
Yanamadala Madu 

Mohan & Rama Pallavi 
Yalla Kannapareddy 

Ramya & Ramkumar 
Ayakkad 

Srinivasa & Swapna 
Ravula 

Amit Panwalkar Gowtham Maranani Mohan Anugole Ranganath & Sirasha 
Poda Mandalasri 

Srinivasa R & Saroja 
Sabella Karri 

Amitabh & Debayan 
Chakravarty 

Gulshan & Monika Gan-
dhi 

Muralee Krishna & 
Padmaja Padarthi Tu-

rangi 

Rathina Muthumaran Sriram & Rama Iyer 

Amitkumar K & Kruti & 
Babunana & Shantaben 

Patel 

Gurudutt & Sowmya 
Yelamanchili Pendyala 

Murali & Sunita Cha-
duvula 

Ravi & Bhagyalaxmi 
Dyavar Shetty 

Sriram & Shruti Malik 
Ramaswamy 

Amol & Amrita Upadh-
ye 

Gurumurthy Venkata-
raman 

Murali Ganesan Ravi & Pavana Sirisha 
Shankar 

Sriram Seshadri 

Anand & Suma Lavi Guruprasad Appaji Murali Mandava Ravi Kumar & Sree 
Yalamanchali 

Steven & Wendy Moore 

Ananth Siddanthi H&R Block Tax Ser-
vices, Inc. 

Murali Ravi Ravi Raj & Praveena 
Gunda Nudurupati 

Subba Raju & Krishna 
Veni Kothapalli 

Ananya Ray Hamsadhwani Carnatic 
Music Academy 

Muralidharan & Karthi-
ka Rajaraman 

Keeramangalam 

Ravi Shankar Ammana-
manchi 

Subhash Sahai 

Andy (Ashok) Lulla Hari & Jyoth Arikkath 
Kadavath 

Muralitharan Veeramu-
thu 

Ravishankar & Sujatha 
Nagarajan Moorthy 

Sudarshan & Latha 
Raghavan Doddabele 

Angeli Sawhney Harikrishnan Sukuma-
ran & Indubala 
Harikrishnan 

Murty & Sridevi 
Patchipulusu 

Renuka Durga Shankar 
Biswa 

Sudesh Batra 



 

Donor (Over $1,000) 

Volume 32 Issue 1 Page -27 

Anil Cherukuri Harish & Natasha 
Keshwani 

Muthiah & IyalKani-
mozhi Eswaran 

Riniski & Crystal Ellis 
Mcglown 

Sudhakar & Chandhana 
Ammanamanchi 

Anil Khemani Healthcare For the 
Family PC 

Muthiah Boopathimuthu Ritu & Ravi Maniktala Sudhansu Sahoo 

Anil Kumar & Smitha 
Thelappurath Menon 

Hema & Yogesh Sehgal N K Gupta Robert Pelshaw Sudheer & 
Sandhyasree Bodapati 

Anima Khadayat Hema Sekhar Srirama 
& Karuna Murthy 

Nabin & Bishnu Devi & 
Rashmi Ojha Sapkota, 

Roopa & Kavya 
Subramanya 

Sudheer & Sarvani 
Lanka Naga 

Anoop & Sonia Bagade 
Mahenderkar 

Hemant K & Jayashree 
Pani Satpathy 

Nabin Kumar & Sarika 
Pandey Chaudhary 

Rugmini & Vinodchan-
dran Variyam Warrier 

Sudheer Kumar & 
Madhurima Chillam-

charla 

Anoop Verma & Rino 
Srivastava 

Hemantha Koduri Nachiappan  & Meena 
Shanmugam 

S Potti Sugunakar Devaraju 

Anusha & Surya Kolas-
ani Alla 

Himadri & Anjana 
Mukherjee 

Naga Vijay Katakam 
Shetty 

Saaniya Bedi Suhasini Mahesh 

Appala Naidu & Anura-
dha Marada Arnipalli 

Himakar & Sravani Bor-
ra 

Naganna & Sushama 
Channaveeraiah 

Sabarish Venkatesh & 
Hema Santhanam 

Sujitha Dindigala 

Aradhna & Kunal Patra Hindu Temple Society Nagaraj Mylandla Sachin & Susmita Pal 
Sivakumar 

Suman Rayabaram 

Arathi & Jay Reddy 
Neralur 

Hithapriya Reddy & 
Vijayakrishna Chinnam 

Nagaraj Rajarao & Kal-
pana Nagaraj 

Sachin Kumar & Divya 
Kadam Anumula 

Sumeet & Sonia 
Agarwal 

Archana & Nagendra 
Chaturvedi 

Hrishikesh Karekar Nagarjuna Reddy Gujju-
la 

Sadanand & Jyothi 
Pande 

Sunil & Mrudula & 
Shradha & Shreyan 

Mamilla 

Archana Ashrit India Cultural Center & 
Temple 

Namasivayam So-
masundaram & Sugan-

ya Ulaganathan 

Sagar Damle Sunil & Tina Patel 

Arun & Sumana 
Rathnagiri Mohankumar 

Indian GROCERY & 
Video 

Nandakumar Reddy Sai & Sandhya Bhaska-
ra Pullabhotla 

Sunil Kumar & Amulya 
Malluru Bolisetty 

Arun Mani IndianGrocery and Vid-
eo 

Narayanan & Hema 
Subramanian 

Sai Krishna & Abhinaya 
Takur 

Sunil Kumar Shet 

Arun Prasad Kothanda-
raman 

Jagan & Swetha Na-
gireddy Palreddy 

Narendhar & Samatha 
Aleti Sama 

Sai Reddy Teegala Sunil Upadhyay 

Arun Reddipalli Jagan Karri Narendranath Chitta Sailesh R Buddhava-
rapu 

Sunita Patil 

Ashima & Nikhil Mehta Jagannath Bharadwaj Naresh & Nikita Gella Sainath & Bhavani 
Shagabandi Kalletla 

Surabhi Chandra 

Ashish & Kaumudi 
Poore 

Jagrutiben & Jag-
dishbhai Patel 

Naresh & Vijayasree 
Hanchate 

Samar & Suchindra Ray Suraj Kumar Mohanty 

Ashish Sharma Jaipal & Vajra Reddy Naresh Gupta Sambasiva & Sivasree 
Chebrolu 

Suresh & Bavitha Go-
vindarajulu Bachu 

Ashok  & Uma Gupta Jaishankar & Priya 
Krishnamoorthy Madras 

Ramaswamy 

Natu & Sudha Patel Sameer Rao, Sreevidya 
& Sunil Raghavendra 

Suresh & Hema Suresh 
Srinivasan 

Ashok & Biswajita Sa-
mal 

Janak & Dharmishtha 
Brahmbhatt 

Naveen Kumar & Ka-
mala Seemakurthi Yada 

Samir & Madhusnigdha 
Pradhan 

Suresh & Sumani 
Maram 

Ashok & Rakhi 
Mirchandani 

Janakbhai R Dave Naveen Kumar & Kani-
mathi Duraisamy 

Rangasamy Velusamy 

Samir Mukherjee Suresh Mummalaneni 

Ashok & Santhi Gorant-
la Mudgapalli 

Jawahir & Manika Koul Naveenkumar & 
Vineela Kantem 

Sandeep Chavva Suresh Srivastava 

Ashok & Vasanta 
Tankala 

Jaya Prakash Tedla NE Marathi Mandal Sandeep Mukherjee Suresh Tatavarthy 

Ashutosh & Meenakshi 
Kumar 

Jayakrishna Anupoju Neelavan & Gayathri 
Kaliappan 

Sandeep Rahul 
Nandagiri 

Sushil Kumar 

Ashutosh Ladda Jayapal & Padmaja 
Peddyreddy 

Neena Gopal Sandeep Reddy Narani Swamy & Tejaswini 
Talam 

Ashvini Acharya Jayashri Sankarana-
rayanan 

Neerav & Charu Nish-
eeth 

Sandhya & Paras Mish-
ra 

Swapan & Radha Golla 

Atanu Ghosh Jeethandran Murugan Netra & Sami Vasistha 
Pokhrel 

Sandip R Ghotikar Swasti Bhattacharyya 

Atul Aggarwal Jiban & Jamuna Giri Nikhil & Sindhura Dan-
dala Gogineni 

Sanjay Kumar Molugu Swathi Ponnapalli 
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Atul Rai & Chetana 
Shetty 

Jigish Bhatt Niran & Amuda Balu Sanjeevi & Jasminuma 
Veronickom Mariappan 

Swati & Prasanta Ku-
mar Dash 

AU & Robin Khan Jitender & Ravinder 
Deogun 

Nitesh Patel Sankara Rao & Seetha 
Ratnam Atmakuri 

T. Thambi-Pillai 

Avani Nooka Jitendra R Chintamada-
ka 

Nitin Gambhir Santhosh Veeramalla Tapan K & Neerja Sahu 
Das 

Babu & Neelima Inti Jitubhai & Harshida 
Kothari 

Omaha Community 
Foundation 

SanthoshKumar Mani Tarun & Vipul Gautama 
Shorey 

Bala Ganesh Reddy 
Pamireddy 

Jivantika & Birud 
Sindhav 

Oormila Kovilam Santosh & Neeti V Garg 
Bangera 

Taruna Walia 

Balaji Chandran Jyoti S Angal P Kasinathan & Sriran-
jani Kasinathan 

Santosh Kumar & Ta-
nushree Ojha Mohara-

na 

Tejvir & Jasmine Dhind-
sa Singh 

Balakrishnan & 
Sasirekha Rathinam 

Palanisamy 

K Gorrepati Padmanaban  & Jyothi 
Perumal 

Saravanan & Muthu-
nagai Apper 

The Bon Ton Stores 

Balakrishnan Ethiraju K.C Balaji Pamela Selvakumar Saravanan & Sang-
eetha Saravanan Ar-

umugam 

The India Spice 

Baldev Bhardwaj Kailash & Bimala Karki 
Khatri 

Partha & Punyasha 
Roul S Pradhan 

Sasmita & Gouri Kumar 
Mishra 

Thenmozhi & Babu 
Meiyappan Subramani-

an 

Balvinder K Sabherwal Kalinath & Lakshmi 
Nisankarao 

Partha Sarathi Pradhan Sathyanarayana & 
Lalitha Ravipati 

Thiagarajan 
Natchiappan 

Bank of the West Kalpana Venkatesh Parthasarathy & Ramya 
Devanathan Seshacha-

ryulu 

Sathyanarayana & 
Rukmani Bai Karupaka-

la 

Thirupporour Eazhilara-
san & Sangeeta Anna-

malai 

Bharath Reddy & 
Samyuktha Sub-
bammagari Bethi 

Kalyan & Kalaivani 
Karpagavinayakam 
Kalyanasundaram 

Parthiv & Sneha Shah 
Parikh 

Satish & Navya Mara-
boina 

Tholkappian Vadivelu 

Bhartiben & Dharmen-
dra & Jay Patel 

Karthik & Sravya Pa-
dala Koppisetty 

Paul & Lily Ramachan-
dran 

Satish & Swapna 
Nimmoji Marripally 

Tulsi Group LLC 

Bhaswati & Manish 
Bandyopadhyay 

Karthik & Sree 
Vidhyalakshmi 

Karthikeyan Ramakrish-
nan 

Pavan Kumar Jeksani Satish Banwasi Tushar Patil & Sonal 
Tuljapurkar 

Bhavana Gopisetty Karthik Ramachandra Pavan Kumar Koman-
dur 

Satish Saxena U.S.Rao U.S.Rao 

Bhavinkumar & Gauri-
ben Patel 

Karthikeyan & Radhika 
Ramasamy Pragasam 

Pendyala Srinivas Satya & Harsha Thip-
pareddi 

Uday Sreekanth 

Biju & Minu Kumar Karuna & Ramesh 
Chokkara Gatti 

Phani & Srilatha Veli-
chety 

Satya & Vijaya Nelluri Udaya Kompella 

Bimal Bishnu M Adhika-
ri 

Karunakar & Saritha 
Doma Gillella 

Prakash & Bharathi 
Pandurangan Radha-

krishnan 

Satya Avasarala Umapathy Tummala 

Binod & Geetha Kumari 
& Khusbu & Aroma 
Bhandari Khadka 

Kashyap & Shilpa Ka-
che Sharma 

Prakash & Sowmya 
Sundararajan 

Raghavan 

Satya Prakash & 
Manideepa Nugooru 

Dhanalakoti 

Uthayan & Babita 
Chandrabose Sivalin-

gam 

Biswaranjan & Pallavi 
Mohanty 

Kaushal & Mamatha 
Trivedi 

Pramod Chakravarthy 
Kalwa 

Satya Prasanth Srinivas 
& Himaja Puppala Bade 

V S T & Rajamani Chari 

Boopathy Sethurama-
lingam 

Kavir & Seema Saxena Pranab & Suvra Ghosh Satyajit & Kalpana Kar Vaibhav Viswanathan 

Buchi P &  Venkata 
Gadela Kolli 

Kayasa Corp Prangya & Syma 
Choudary Sahu 

Satyanarayana & Man-
jari Pavuluri 

Vallinayagam & Mu-
thuselvi Muppidathy 

Alagianambi 

Carey Contracting Ken Chicoine Pranita Devaraju Satyanarayana & Sya-
mala Tatineni 

Vamshi & Swapna Chil-
lamcharla Gunda 

Carmini Mutunayagam Ketan & Falguniben 
Chaudhari 

Prasad & Neela Chi-
gurupati Kandimalla 

Satyanarayana Ra-
chagani 

Vani V & Jai Kotcherla-
kota 

Chakravarthy Baddela Ketan ganatra Prashant & Supriya 
Deshmukh 

Satyanarayana S & 
Sridevi Mullapudi Mad-

dipati 

Vasanthkumar Vara-
darajan 

Chandra Kumar & Lin 
Pu Ponniah 

Ketanbhai & Jagrutiben 
Ashokbhai Mohanbhai 

Patel 

Prashant Rao Seema & Ajay Singh Vasthala & Dinesh 
Pawar Juvvigunta 

Chandra S. Chilappa Kewal & Veena Sahni Prashanth & Sharitha 
Basavaraj Govindaraju 

Seema & Rajeev Shar-
ma 

Veeraraghavalu Vama-
lur 



Donor (Over $1,000) 

Volume 32 Issue 1 Page -29 

Chandra Sekhar & Sil-
pa Kamarthi Gadge 

Kiran Aithagani Pratap & Manmohan 
Pothuloori 

Selvakumar & Kavitha 
Rathinam Swaminathan 

Velidi Rao 

Chandrakant & Devyani 
Shah 

Kishore B & Uma 
Gorepati Maddineni 

Prathap Nagaraju Senthilkumar Raju Venkat RR Gaddam 

Chandrasekar Kadirve-
lu 

Kishore Iyer Praveen Gudipati Sethupathy & Banudevi 
Manoharan Thangam-

uthu 

Venkata & Radha An-
dukuri 

Chandrasekar Ven-
katnarayanan 

Kishore K & Naga 
Swapna Akunuri Chit-

neni 

Praveen Ramakrishnan Shabna & Ven-
kateshbabu Chinna-

perumal 

Venkata Kiran & Niha-
rika Perugu Ala 

Chandrasekaran 
Karmegam & Vimala 

Chandrasekaran 

Kollira K & Krithika 
Somanna 

Praveenkumar & 
Jyothsna Gunda Araveti 

Shaji & Rajasree Bala-
krishnan Sakthidharan 

Venkata Mahesh & 
Deepthi Samindla Alla 

Chidambaranathan & 
Anuradha Chidambara-

nathan Alagar 

Kondala & Vijaya San-
ampudi 

Praveer & Moli Rapoor Shalini Rani Soleti Venkata Pavan & 
Devasena Narasimha 

Rao 

Chimanbhai Bhakta Krishna & Niru Acharya Pravin & Anuradha 
Agarwal 

Shankar & Sharada 
Rajappa Ramanathan 

Venkata Surya Kiran 
Reddy Velagala 

Chivukula Rao Krishna & Shwetha 
Pedavally Gundabolu 

Prithviraj & Arunima 
Dasgupta 

Shashi Srinivasan Venkataramana S 
Chivukala 

Damodar Deshmukh Krishna Chaitanya Rav-
ipati 

Priyanka & Sai Kommu-
la Reddy 

Shashidhara Mahasun-
dra Gangadharappa 

Venkatasesha D & 
Archana Gamini Kotha 

Damodar Naidu & 
Pavithra Gedupudi 

Maddipatla 

Krishna Prasad & 
Sushma Manandhar 

PSG Tech Class of 
1964 

Shekar Madugundu Venkatesan & Usha 
Venkatesan Marichamy 

Damodara Bhattar Krishnakant K & Krish-
na Trivedi 

Quintus & Aruntha 
Swampillai 

Shirish Bhakta Venkatesh & Gayathri 
Srinivasan Ramasamy 

Debleena & Kanchan-
bala Dash 

Krishnappan & Kavitha 
Karuppiah Muthuraman 

R Potti Shiv Batra Venkatesh & Roopa 
Govindarajan 

Deepa & Suresh 
Karupakula 

Kurry Xpress Radha Krishna Ed-
puganti 

Shiva & Harsha Pra-
kash 

Venketraman & Hema 
Subramanian Sa-

hasranaman 

Deepa & Taranath 
Pokharel 

Kusum Firoz Radhakrishna Mitapalli Shiva Gopal Rao Par-
vatini Sony Gunnam 

Venu & Srihoney 
Madhavarapu Bandi 

Deepti Bhat & Nagaraj 
Kurse 

Lakshmi & Hanumantha 
Rao 

Radhakrishnan Sri Je-
gan 

Shiva Kumar & Archana 
Nyalam 

Viddya Ranganathan 

Des & Usha Goyal Lakshminarayanan 
Ramakrishnan 

Rafiulla & Santhi S 
Yadlapalli Shaik 

Shiva Prasad T & 
Shalini Thudimilla 

Vidya Sagar Chada 

Devika Soundara Man-
ickam 

Lallubhai & Madhuben 
Bhakta 

Raghava & Impu 
Chunchegowda Bho-

jegowda 

Shiva Shankar Bodde-
boyina 

Vidya Shankar & Naga-
mani Vidya Shankar 

Devin & Hemodi Patel Likki Srinivas Reddy Raghu Babu Shoban Naresh Magal-
ingam 

Vidyasagar & Anupama 
Akella Prathapa 

Dharani & Avdesh Bu-
ragadda Mudugal 

Lina Kumar Shreejan Adhikari Vihaan Raval & 
Hridaan Yatrik Raval 

Dharmaraj & Deepa-
lakshrni Thayalan 

Dhandapani 

M Vasudevan & Goma-
thi Kallapiran Vasude-

van 

Rahul & Petra Razdan Shriram & Revathy Go-
vindaraju Purushoth 

Vijay & Chhaya Gayee 

Dharmesh & Bharati-
ben Patel 

Madan Mohan Chenga 
Reddy 

Rahul Dingra Siddarth & Lilly Behera Vijay & Namita Sakhuja 
Shivaswamy 

Dharti & Drew Patel Madhan & Sharmila 
Rengarajan 

Rahul Varman Silpi S. & Mantu 
Baishya 

Vijay Pakalapati 

Dhirendra P & Pramila 
Singh 

Madhav Dasika Raj & Padma Garimella 
Deeduvanu 

Sirigandha Kannada 
Sangha Nebraska 

Vijay Raj 

Dileep Kumar & 
Sushma Samineni Va-

sireddy 

Madhavi Samala & Jo-
seph Tirumala Reddy 

Raja & Gayathri Vel Sirin & Dhanya Haridas 
Purushothaman 

Vijaya Sekhar Reddy 
Alla 

Dilip K Reddy Bhavani Madhu Kalyan Pen-
durthi 

Raja Balaraman Sirish Kumar Kandi Vijayakumar Yajjala 

Dinesh S & Purnima 
Singh Chandel 

Madhu Kiran H 
MURTHY 

Raja Patel Manage-
ment Co. 

Sivakumar Rathinavelu-
mani 

Vijayendra Reddy & 
Naga Mopuri Mukka 

Dinesh Sadhvani Madhu Sudhana Rao & 
Veenamadhuri 

Dronadula Vinukonda 

Rajalakshmi Kamath Sivakumar Subramani-
an 

Viji & Preetha Push-
karan 
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Deepavali greetings to all 

From 

Ramakrishnans 

—V T, Usha, Praveen, Madan, Lauryl, Sabina, Liliana— 

Divya & Pradeep Ra-
jendiran Akkina 

Madhulika Ramabhotla Rajanikanth & Divya 
Alaparthi 

Sivaraj Annanmar Vikram & Jhansireddy 
Govindareddy 

Tharigonda 

Divya Kaladhar & Isha 
Radhya Reddy Allu 

Madhunika & Thanvika 
Esakkiappan 

Rajasekhar Keerthi Skanth Ganesan Vinod & Phani Chan-
dana Karusala 

Divyesh Patel Mahabaleshwar & Ma-
hadevi Bhat 

Rajashekar Reddy & 
Sangeetha Citore 

Katpally 

Smasala LLC Vinod Labhasetwar 

Dr. Pinaki &Kalpana 
Panigrahi 

Mahalakshmi & Raviku-
mar Kalyanasundaram 

Rajashekhar & Srivani 
Ramini 

Sneha & Bhushan 
Makade Vairagade 

Vishwas S & Shital 
Kontamwar 

Durga Devi KC Mahendra C & Jyotsna 
M Patel 

Rajasundar Senthilna-
yagam 

Somasundaram & Pre-
ma Rajendran 

Vivek Pallepati 

Durga Panga Mahesh Haemathkar 
Ravikumar 

Rajeev & Sneha 
Pavuluri Doddapaneni 

Someswara Gorrela Vivek Verma 

Durga Prasad & Niha-
rika Nuvvula 

Mahesh Pattabiraman Rajendra Patel Sonali Deshmukh Vivekananda Reddy & 
Shilpa Vanteru 

Bourampeta 

Durgaprasad & Geeta 
Namani Chiguluri 

Mahita & Dhanya Shan-
kar 

Rajesh & Sima Patel Sonia & Kuldeep Kaur 
&Tarnjit Saini 

Vivideesh Bhojaraj Rai 

Dushyantbhai & Fal-
guniben Ashokbhai 
Mohanbhai  Patel 

Malar Palaninathan Rajesh Balakrishna & 
Sravanthi Nayakwadi 

Sonil & Sanjana Rai 
Shrestha 

Vivin & Shobana 
Purushothaman 

Elizabeth & Armaan 
Sawhney 

Manglesh & Jyoti Soni Rajesh G & Swapna 
Gudishetty 

Sonny & Mashal Jatoi 
Batheja 

Wendell Quist 

Eric Baba Manikandan Chellapan-
dian 

Rajesh Shetty Sri Hari Prasad & 
Lalitha Tadepalli 

Yashwantlal & Kumud 
Amin 

Esakkiappan Senthilvel Manisha Wagle Rajeshwar & Nandita 
Mitra 

Sri Harsha & Sindhuja 
Gudi Gollakota 

Yathish Nagavalli 

Farm Credit Services of 
America 

Manjunath Hampanna Rajiv Venkataraman & 
Swathi Rajiv 

Sridhar Reddy & Anitha 
Dooshety 

Yourcause, LLC Trus-
tee 

Foundation for Hindu 
living 

Mankuzhi & Sreelatha 
Namboothiripad 

Rajkumar Chandramo-
han 

Sridher & Kalyani Nara-
yanan Swaminathan 

Zinny & Sanjukta 
Satpathy 

Gadde Venkatarama 
Kishore 

Manoj & Lakshmi Pillai 
Rajappan 

Rajvel Selvakumar Srikanth & Archana 
Mahankali 

 

Gajanan & Saraswati 
Joshi 

Manoj & Mayuri Desai Rakesh K & Kirtibala 
Gupta 

Srikanth & Lepak-
sheswari Madduri 

 

Gajendra D Trivedi Manoj & Naganjali 
Harkar 

Ram & Savitri Nadmi-
chettu 

Srikanth & Priyanka 
Dasari Dindu 

 

Ganesh & Lavanya 
Manavalan Srinivasan 

Manoj Ravulapati Ram Pankaj Srilekha Yelamanchali  
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Sanatana Dharma provides various multicultural paths to religion, philosophy, metaphysics and 

altruism. Not only through the vast beauty of Hindu Dharma, but through its sister religions. Di-

wali is such a truly magnificent and magnanimous celebration of the divine and of our own divin-

ity in the form of light. It is not limited to the adherents of one spiritual tradition, but many. It is a 

Hindu festival also celebrated by Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, non-Hindu yogis and other spiritual 

seekers. 

 

For Hindus, Diwali reminds us of the assurance that truth, light, dharma and knowledge always 

prevail over darkness, ignorance and adharma. Just as a spare or a small flame peers outward 

and penetrates many square miles of prior darkness. During Diwali we are also reminded of the 

epic battle won over Ravana. Afterwards Sita, Rama, Lakshman and Hanuman reached their 

home of Ayodhya, after fourteen years of banishment. 

 

During Diwali, we also give our obeisance to Sri Devi Lakshmi. We are drawn to the image of the 

goddess rising from the ocean of milk, churned by the Devatas and asuras. The devotee churns 

his or her own mind, containing both light and darkness. Ultimately, we find that abundance of 

the purified mind, enlightenment, and the Atman or true Self. An inner light, not separate from 

Sri Lakshmi herself. In this image She represents and awakens this aspect of ourselves, from 

within and from without. Sri Lakshmi is both transcendent and immanent, esoteric and material. 

 

Being the Diwali season, I’d like to write about light. Specifically inner light. The word 

‘enlightenment’ has lost much definition, and is used much by many who unfortunately do not 

understand its meaning. It is not something we just hear about in movies. It is an attainable reali-

ty. 

 

One Vedic path towards enlightenment is simply being with nature. The five elements of matter 

correspond with our five senses and affect the mind. Energy and Brahman as pure conscious-

ness, correspond to our sixth sense, which is the mind itself. The Vedas also speak of the essen-

tial psychological and psychic forms of matter, light and energy known as ojas, tejas and prana. 

Physical, mental and holistic or spiritual health, all rely on becoming aware of them and balanc-

ing them within one’s being. 

 

We also hold dear to the great wisdom of Sri Bhagavan Krishna found within the Bhagavad Gita. 

There we find the road maps to life through bhakti, jnana and karma yoga. Krishna doesn’t seem 

to focus on raja yoga or the path to enlightenment through ashtanga or the eight limbs that lead 

to meditation proper and samadhi, but this is also an important and attainable path in this age. 

Remember, true and comprehensive yoga is fully Hindu. One doesn’t need to be Hindu to bene-

fit from it, but every Hindu should know it is Bhagavan's gift to us and our gift to the world. 

 

Long ago, the Rishis and yogis of Vedic times recognized the existence of ‘chitta’ or the subcon-

scious mind.  The Sanskrit word ‘chitta’ means “mind-stuff” or “conditioned consciousness”. 

They found that during meditation, what seemed to be foreign and forgotten thoughts, memo-

ries, emotions, fears, impulses and desires, would bubble up or suddenly start to seep from chit-

ta, the subconscious mind, into ‘manas’ or the normative mind. They found this kept them from 

reaching higher states of consciousness or ‘chitt’, the super-conscious mind or unconditioned 

consciousness. 
 

Sanatana Dharma: by Sean Bradrick 

Continued to the next page……………. 
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They called these impressions ‘samskaras’, meaning ‘recollections’ or ‘psychological imprints’. 

They theorized that thought itself was a form of subtle matter. A quiet mind creates space for 

matter from the unconscious mind to emerge. In between the waking and meditative states, the 

yogis recognized what they called ‘vrittis’ or resurfacing thoughts. The Sanskrit word ‘vritti’, lit-

erally means ‘whirlpool’. These Vedantins realized meditation could act as a sort of mental me-

dium that could process hidden or subconscious impressions, as they became known in the 

more perceptive state of mind we use in the normal everyday waking state. 

 

Of course, the pressures of everyday life, along with the pressures from our pasts, can appear at 

any time. A verse in the Upanishads says, “This mind is like a chariot yoked to wild stallions”. 

These stressors can be more easily dealt with in mindful and meditative states than in anxious 

states or in chaotic situations. These pressures can erupt in an emotional meltdown, or they can 

be released after the mind has had time to calm and quite down. 

 

Regular practice of meditation can relieve the pressures of life each day. As such, meditation 

can take the power out of stressful situations and stress itself, but it isn’t meant to replace ad-

dressing underlying causes of our various issues. It can help us cope with certain situations by 

allowing us to respond to them in a more effective and efficient manner. It can make us less im-

pulsive and less likely to turn to anger, rage, substance abuse, violence or other compulsive 

behaviors. Meditation is after all, a modality for overall health found within a larger school of 

practical metaphysics and holistic medicine. 

 

Meditation is what the indigenous Americans call “Big medicine.” It is to be respected for the 

powerful effects it can have, and not taken for granted. It’s no wonder that the end result of 

meditation is historically known to be what we call ‘enlightenment’. When we trace the word 

‘enlightenment’ back to its Sanskrit origins, we find quite a few etymological terms. One is the 

word ‘bodhi’. Bodhi means ‘awakened intellect’ or more simply ‘clear perception’. It is where 

we get the word ‘buddha’. 

 

By practicing meditation we can gain this clear perception. We can learn to discern between 

what is true, constant and eternal, as compared to what is fleeting or limited by time and space. 

This is not about being in a so-called ‘eternal now’ or in the present moment, which does not en-

dure even for an instant. It is about being mindful of presence itself or simply paying attention 

to what is, and as a result, we can see that which is not. 

 

Sanatana Dharma represents the world’s most ancient continuously practiced, indigenous spir-

itual and philosophical tradition, which focuses on inner knowledge over outer belief and finds 

its basis in timeless truths and natural law. These truths have been recorded in our scriptures 

throughout the ages. The wisdom of the Vedas comes from the ancient rishis, nagas and yogis 

who observed nature and the mind in various states of consciousness, including the state of sa-

madhi or super consciousness. 

 

This Diwali I want to wish all members of the temple abundance of spirit, joy, health and wealth. 

I am an American Hindu adoptee. Sanatana Dharma is my way of life. I thank the indigenous 

Hindus in Omaha for our beautiful temple. I’d like to end by saying that I think all Hindus, espe-

cially the youth, should be proud of their Hindu tradition and identity. Shubh Diwali. 
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We wish you a joyous 

Deepavali celebration 

and a prosperous New 

Year.  

On this occasion, we 

are happy to  

announce the  

publication of our 

second book titled, 

 UNBECOMING: 

From the visible, to 

experiential, to exis-

tential 

 

Hardcopy and ebook 

versions may be  

obtained from: Balboa 

Press, Amazon, and 

Barnes & Noble. We 

can be reached at 
springfromj@gmail.com. 

 

With Best Wishes, 

Prafulla and 

Vasant Raval 

mailto:springfromj@gmail.com
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 Ganesh Chaturthi Puja - 2022 
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 Onam Celebration - 2022 
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Continued to the next page……………. 
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Durga Puja 2022 by Bengali Samiti of Nebraska 
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BEARCREEK APARTMENTS 

A CONVENIENT & COMFORTABLE 

PLACE TO LIVE 

Deepavali Greetings 
From: 

Prem and Kanta Arora  
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Deepavali Wishes 
From: 

Naresh and Meera Dewan 

Tina and Sajan Mahajan, Anya and Avik 

Vinay Dewan 

Taruna Walia 
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Best Wishes 
and  

Happy Diwali  

 From: 

 

Smita and Alekha Dash 

Rohan Dash 

Debleena, Ajay & Sarika Saini 
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Happy Deepavali Wishes 

From:  

Saraswathi G. Joshi & Family 

Sumangala and Shantaram Joshi 

Deepa, Nikhil and Juhi  Kumar 

Yashaswini K. Joshi & Family 
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Wishing You All 

A Very Happy  

Deepavali  
From: 

Jitender and Ravinder Deogun  
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Please Join Us in Saying “Thank You” to Our 

Priests and Facility Manager 

 

Pandit Nagabhat Vidyashankar  

Priest, Hindu Temple  

 

Pandit Badari Narayana  

Priest, Hindu Temple  

 

Pandit Laxmikant Kulkarni 

Priest, Hindu Temple 

Shri Chandrasekhar Karmegam 

Facility Manager, Hindu Temple  
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"It is my great pleasure to bring the 2022 Deepavali special issue of Deepam to you all. We have 

included the useful updates and details of the major events such as Deepavali Puja, messages from our 

leaders,  Deepavali greetings from our community members, a brief reports on Bal Vihar activities and 

upcoming major events/pujas of  2022. We thank all the devotees for their continued support of Deepam.  

In this special issue, we have included an updated donors list as of September 30, 2022, including 

donors who have donated over $1,000 donation to the temple since its inception. We sincerely thank all 

the donors for their generous contribution.  If there is any error in the amount we have listed, please con-

tact Shri Venkatesh Bettadapura or Shrimati Malathi Balu. Please help temple to grow by giving your pre-

cious time, effort, constructive criticism and generous donation.  

We also want to thank all the advertisers for their support of this publication. We invite you all to 

consider contributing articles for publication in the quarterly Deepam issues. Articles from young adults 

are also welcome and I request the parents to encourage their children to contribute their articles.  I look 

forward to your suggestions to improve the Deepam.  

I also take this opportunity to thank the members of Publication Advisory Committee for their help in 
bringing this special issue. We also want to thank the Printing Facility, Creighton University for this publication.  

Wishing you all a “Very Happy Deepavali and Prosperous New Year 2022” 
 

Nagendra Chaturvedi, Editor 

on behalf  of Publication Committee   

Hindu Temple 

Happy Deepavali  AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR wishes   
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2022 Honorees and Outstanding Volunteers of  

Hindu Temple, Omaha 

Dr. Subhash Bhatia, Past Chair of 

the Board of  Trustees    

Dr. Shital Kontamwar, 2022 

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   

Shri Srikanth Madduri, 2022 

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   

Shri Murali Ganesan, 2022  

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   

Shrimati Jeyanthi Viswanathan, 2022 

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   

Shri Ketan Patel, Past President of  

Executive Committee   
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Happy Deepavali to You All  

From  Hindu Temple, Omaha NE 
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